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T 
here has 

been a lot 

of debates 

about the place 

where Noahôs Ark 

landed. Historians 

and archeologist 

have conflicting 

evidence about the 

place where 

Noahôs Ark 

landed. While 

some posit that the 

Ark landed in 

Iran, another 

group called 

Noah's Ark Ministries International claims they 

found remains of Noah's Ark on Mt. Ararat. These 

claims are not based credible archaeological 

evidence, and they add that Urartu the original 

place where historical evidence points to as the 

landing place of the ark, is found on Mount Ararat 

in Turkey. 

While skeptics hold that the wood used for the 

Ark must have been young wood and cannot stand 

against decomposition for all these years, others 

think that what was discovered could be a 

reconstruction of the Ark by early believers. All 

these are pointers to the fact that the Ark plays a 

significant role in the various belief systems.  

For Christians, 1Peter compares Noah's salvation 

through water to Christian salvation through 

baptism. 1Pt3:20-21. St. Hippolytus of 

Rome stated  that "the Ark was a symbol of 

the Christ who was expected, stating that ñthe 

vessel had its door on the east sideðthe direction 

from which Christ would appear at the Second 

Comingðand that the Ark floated to and fro in the 

four directions on the waters, making the sign of 

the cross, before eventually landing on Mount 

Kardu "in the east, in the land of the sons of 

Raban, and the Orientals call it Mount Godash; 

the Armenians call it Ararat". 

Recently, the newly inaugurated Synod Office was 

named the Ark. Could the significance of Noahôs 
Ark for Christianity have influenced this? While 
others attribute it to the shape of the building, 
others are glued to the spiritual significance of the 

Ark to their faith. Could it be that the building, 
inauguration, and christening of The Ark in Buea, 
is an unintentional mimicking of Noahôs Ark to aid 

the administration sail through the floods 
consuming the world? 

2ÅÖȢ $ÒȢ 0ÅÒÐÅÔÕÁ &/.+) 

Noahõs Ark: From Urartu ð to Buea? 
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A 
 ceremony to inaugurate the magnificent edifice of 
the New Synod Office of the Presbyterian Church in 
Cameroon took place in Buea on Sunday, November 
20. 2022. 

Presided at by the Moderator of the PCC, Rt. Rev. Fonki 
Samuel Forba, the inaugural ceremony had as guest the 
Minister of Territorial Administration, Paul Atanga Nji, 
personal representative of the head of state, HE Paul Biya, the 
Minister Delegate at the Presidency in charge of Supreme 
Audit, Mbah Acha Rose, the Governor of the South West 
Region, Bernard Okalia Bilai other state dignitaries and a 
clergy of Pastors. 

The event attended by thousands of Christians served as a 
platform for the Churchõs hierarchy to caution the Christians 
to watch against those who divide the church in his message 
captioned òStay Away From Themó. In the sermon, the Rt. 
Rev Fonki Samuel, encouraged the Christians of the PCC to 
stay strong amidst all odds, siting the case of the crisis in PCC 
Kumba town, and Bassa in Douala. 

He further stated that the PCC is a strong church with 
Christians whoõre determined to overcome all the barriers 
due to a few oppositions from diasporans struggling to find 

their path. 

òIt was indeed about time the PCC owned such a structureó 
Rt Rev Fonki Samuel Forba commented. ò God placed this 
burden in our hearts few years ago to think of a mighty 
frightening project which looked almost impossible to 
accomplish. We talked about the project so many times and 
today, I cannot believe it came to pass and we are all gathered 
here to celebrate this great achievement. I really want to 
thank the Lord, the Church, and other dignitaries present 
here today and you all who have joined us thank God for this. 
Every church needs a representative and this structure has 

been a burden in my heart to be a befitting representative of 
the PCC standing as A NEW FACE of PCCó. He said. 

òThe moderator has named the new Synod Office (the ark) 
we all know that the ark of Noah in the Bible did harbour 
many people so the PCC will harbour as many people as 
possibleó. Rev Prof. Mbengu David Dean of Presbyterian 
theological seminary Kumba said. 

The forty-six offices and twenty-five toilets building planted 
on a surface area of 832.92 square kilometers received more 
funding during the event to fine-tune the work of faith which 
is historical in the life of the PCC. 
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